July 1, 2026

Christiane Audi 
Chair, ICOM Lebanon


Dear Christiane,


It is with great sorrow that we have learned about the continued destruction of cultural heritage in Lebanon in recent weeks. As Chairpersons of the International Committees of the International Council of Museums (ICOM), and on behalf of our members, we believe it is imperative to share our solidarity at this moment with ICOM Lebanon and the people of your country who are exposed to aerial bombardment, forced displacement and the erasure of cultural sites that embody your shared cultural heritage and landscapes of memory.  

ICOM is an international organization of over 60,000 museums and museum professionals from 139 countries and territories which is committed to the research, conservation, continuation and communication to society of the world’s natural and cultural heritage, present and future, tangible and intangible. We are fully aligned with the defense of human dignity, democratic and cultural values, the upholding of all human rights and the adherence to the pertinent articles of the Geneva Convention and the Additional Protocol II regarding forced displacement and destruction of cultural heritage. 

We, the undersigned Chairs of our respective committees, reinforce the values upon which ICOM was founded eighty years ago in the aftermath of World War II, reiterate our commitment to the human right to culture in all of its expressions under Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and condemn the deliberate destruction of tangible and intangible cultural heritage taking place in Lebanon today. 

Please receive our unwavering and ongoing support for your work in safeguarding Lebanese cultural heritage for future generations through concrete knowledge sharing following your current needs assessment. We are also ready to provide support through our network of ICOM International Committees composed of experts experienced in specific museum areas, including in thematics related to heritage protection. Indeed, in times of crisis, such committees can offer valuable resources and guidelines. Some International Committees, such as ICOM Security have published valuable resources for emergency preparedness and response and can provide operational advice through their network of experts. ICOM-Conservation can support museums and museum professionals by sharing up-to-date information, expert networks, and recovery strategies. ICOM Documentation can also assist museums with the assessment of collection data loss, data recovery, ensuring backup plans, and re-establishing collections metadata and documentation procedures.

Sincerely,
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